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Friends of the Seven-String  
 

Quarterly Newsletter 

 

 

IARMAC is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the celebration of the Russian 
seven-string guitar and the performance of Russian and Eastern European music, 

dance, and poetry. 
 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

 
 

 New Board Member 
Ciuin-Ferrin 

 

 
 2007: The Year in 

Review 
· Nadia Borislova 
 
· IARGUS 2007 

 
· Maestro Angelo 
DƛƭŀǊŘƛƴƻΩǎ  /ƻƴŎŜǊǘƻ 
di Novgorod 

 

 
 New in 2008 

· IARGUS 2008  
 
· Fiodor Kondenko 

 
· IARMAC and the 

Novgorod 
Philharmonic Society 

 

 
 The Future of Music: 

IARMAC Sponsorship 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Dear Friends and 
Supporters of  
IARMAC, 
  
Welcome to the first edition of IARMACõs quarterly 
newsletter. The purpose of this newsletter is to keep you 
informed of the road ahead of us in 2008. We have many 
projects, ideas, dreams, and goals for the year and hope 
you will join us once again on this musical adventure. In 
this letter, you will find information on what we 
accomplished in 2007 as well as news and events for 2008. 
On behalf of the Board of Directors, let me thank you for 
supporting the organization. As winter winds down and 
the performance season begins, we at IARMAC hope you 
will join us for another season celebrating the musical 
traditions of life.   
                                                          
                                                 Best Wishes, 
                                                 Dr. Oleg Timofeyev 
                                                         Artistic Director, IARMAC 
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 IARMAC is pleased to announce an addition to the Board of Directors. 

Freelance writer and novelist Ciuin-Ferrin of Cedar Rapids, has joined us this 

year. She is an enthusiastic supporter of folk music, especially Russian-Roma 

(Gypsy) music. Ciuin-Ferrin brings her writing skills to the table and will help us 

create press kits, news releases, and contacts in the Cedar Rapids area. Please 

join us in welcoming her to the organization. 

 

 

Notes 

The curtain closes on 2007 
 
 

2007 was a very busy year for us.  With your 
help  and  support, we  were  able  to  organize 

 

The crown jewel for 2007 was the premiere of 
aŀŜǎǘǊƻ !ƴƎŜƭƻ DƛƭŀǊŘƛƴƻΩǎ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘƻ Řƛ 
Novgorod, the first large scale composition 
written for the seven-string by a non-Russian 
composer. Concerto di Novgorod premiered at 
the Congregational Church in Iowa City with 
John Rommereim as conductor and the 
/w9{/9b5h /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊ, conducted by 
Nancy Macfarlane. Maestro Gilardino is a 
veteran of guitar studies. He has edited a 
number of historical publications for Edition 
Berben and has composed a great number of 
solo and ensemble music for the guitar. His seal 
on the Concerto di Novgorod brings a new level 
of quality to IARMACΩǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ  
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

2007 was a very busy year for us.  With your 
help  and  support,  we  were  able  to  organize 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

IARGUS 2007 was a great success! This five-day 
extravaganza dazzled audiences with 
spectacular performances by musicians 
gathered from countries around the globe 
including Germany, Russia, Mexico, and the 
United States. Every night gave listeners a 
different concert by different ensembles or solo 
performers. ¢ƘŜ /ȊŀǊΩǎ DǳƛǘŀǊǎ, Zingaresca, The 
Timofeyev Ensemble, Tariel Berimeladze, and 
Vladimir Markushevich gave Iowa City and 
Cedar Rapids audiences a splendid and 
memorable performance. The highlight of the 
festival was the world premier of The Russian 
Guitar Quartet. Members are Nadia Borislova, 
composer and guitarist; Yuliya Lonskaya, 
guitarist; Dimitri Illarionov, winner of multiple 
world-wide guitar competitions; and Dr. Oleg 
Timofeyev, ethnic musicologist.   
 

an impromptu concert held 
in Iowa City at the Hillel 
House by Nadia Borislova of 
Mexico. Nadia, originally of 
Moscow, has performed all 
over the world, including 
Iowa City at the IARGUS 
2007 event. You will be 
hearing more about Nadia in 
upcoming months.  
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Opening in 2008... 
 
 

IARGUS 2008 is our next large scale event, 

tentatively planned for May 28 through June 3. 

!ŦǘŜǊ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƘƛƎƘ 

expectations to meet. IARGUS 2008 will be 

dedicated to the memory of Sergey Orekhov, a 

Russian phenomenon of music history, 

considered a twentieth-century virtuoso who 

created his own style that absorbed the elements 

of jazz and Russian classical guitar traditions. 

Orekhov spent years playing with the best 

Russian-Roma artists, including Fiodor Kondenko 

and Aleksandre Kolpakov.  

 

Mr. Konkenko will be joining us this year, along 

with V. Basov and Vadim Kolpakov, nephew of 

Alexandre. We will be giving you updates on 

other additions to IARGUS 2008. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View the work of Sergey Orekhov at: 

http://youtube.com/watch?v=coVTxoswEKQ 

http://youtube/watch?v=jV001eCQyeI 

{ŜŜ ±ŀŘƛƳ YƻƭǇŀƪƻǾΩǎ L!wD¦{ нллс ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ: 

http://.barynya.com/romen/guitar.htm 

 

 To help fund our 2008 plans, please see the 

attached sponsorship brochure. 

 

 

 

Finaleé 
 
Once again, we would like to thank you for your support for IARMAC and the work we do.  With 

your help, we can continue to bring multi-cultural events to the Iowa City/Cedar Rapids area and 

beyond. In truth, nowhere in North America can one find such a celebration of Russian-Roma 

virtuosity, musicality, and imagination!  Warren Benson, Professor of Composition at The Eastman 

School of Music once said, òMusic lives in three tenses at once.  Developing what comes before it 

in the past, it engages us in the present, and inspires our hopes for its future.ó  Help us spread the 

timeless message of music, the language of all nations, to Iowa. 

 

 

 
Best Wishes, 

 

IARMAC 
 

http://youtube.com/watch?v=coVTxoswEKQ
http://youtube/watch?v=jV001eCQyeI
http://.barynya.com/romen/guitar.htm
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Sponsor IARMAC 
 

 
Domra Level  

($500 - $999) 
 

Sponsors at this level receive advance notice to 
all IARMAC concerts and events, the ability to 
pre-order new CDs, four free tickets to one 
IARMAC sponsored event of your choice, and our 
quarterly newsletter. 
 

 
 

Balalaika Level  
($100 - $499) 
 

Sponsors at this level receive advance notice to 
all IARMAC concerts and events, the ability to 
pre-order ƴŜǿ /5ΩǎΣ ǘǿƻ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎ to one 
IARMAC sponsored event of your choice, and our 
quarterly newsletter. 
 
 
 

 

Friends of the Seven-String  
($10 - $99) 

 

Sponsors at this level receive advance notice to 
all IARMAC concerts and events, two free tickets 
to one IARMAC sponsored event of your choice, 
and our quarterly newsletter. 

Virtuoso Level 
($5,000 and Higher) 
 

Sponsors at our highest level receive four passes to 
all IARMAC concert events for one year including 
the Seven String Guitar Festival, an unlimited 
number of discounted tickets to all events, a free 
copy of the Concerto di Novgorod CD, free early-
release copies of new CDs, official IARMAC 
merchandise, and our quarterly newsletter. 
 

Seven-String Guitar Level  
($2,500 - $4,999) 

 

Sponsors at this level receive advance notice of all 
IARMAC concert events, the ability to pre-order 
new CDs, eight free tickets for any IARMAC 
sponsored event(s) of your choice, priority seating 
and free admission into all concerts of the Seven-
String Guitar Festival, official IARMAC merchandise, 
and our quarterly newsletter. 
 

Gusli Level 
($1,000 - $2,499) 
  

Sponsors at this level receive advance notice to all 
IARMAC concerts and events, the ability to pre-
order new CDs,  Priority seating and six free tickets 
for any IARMAC sponsored event(s) of your choice, 
official IARMAC merchandise, and our quarterly 
newsletter. 
 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       Enclosed, please find my donation to IARMAC in the amount of:                          .  

IARMAC is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization. Tax deductible 
contributions in any denomination are welcome to help us bring 
the music of this unique, centuries-old instrument to Iowa.  Please 
mail this section of the sponsorship form with your donation 
today.  Make your check out to: 

 

IARMAC  
423 ð 7th Avenue South  

Iowa City, IA 52245   
 


